
MLK Jr. Day Workshops 2018 
o 
A. Q & A with Coach Herman Boone

Following his keynote address, Boone will continue the conversation in a more intimate setting. Participants will have the 

opportunity to ask questions about his keynote address as well as his personal experiences fighting for human dignity in 

the face of racial discrimination.

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Location: Huntington Recital Hall, Mees Hall

B. Achieving the College Dream: Admission and Financial Aid Roadmap to Success
Capital University has a long history of being an inclusive learning environment. By providing opportunities for growth, 
leadership and service - Capital University inspires students to impact the world. This session will highlight the student 
experience - inside and outside the classroom, as well as share important tips to successfully navigate the college search 

and financial aid process.

Facilitator: Emily Ragland ‘11

Times: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m.

The afternoon session will be followed by a campus tour

Location: Schneider South, Harry C. Moores Student Union

C. The Blacker the Berry
An in depth discussion and critical break down of the lyrics to Kendrick Lamar’s hit song “The Blacker The Berry” post 
2016 election. In this session, privilege, systemic racism, and colorism will be discussed as well as self-image and worth 

against the unstable political climate in America.

Facilitator: Jeron Gaskins ‘19

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m.

Location: Room 119, Blackmore Library

D. Black Voter Suppression and The Black Church’s Response
Should the church be involved in politics? This question alone has sparked debates for centuries. If one were to perform 

an analysis of the civil-socio movements in America, one will find that a number of these progressive campaigns in the 

history of the United States history, has been formulated and led by leaders of the African American Church. The 

purpose of this workshop is to analyze both the historical and present attempts of voter suppression against the African 

American community while also highlighting how African Americans, specifically the Black Christian community, unified 

and rallied against systemic oppression, suppression and discrimination.

Facilitator: Camren Harris ‘15

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m.

Location: Room 114, Troutman Hall

E. Islam and Muslims in America
Please join us for this informative and interactive presentation, which will help participants understand Islam and 
Muslims in America. Participants will discuss how faith plays an active role in overcoming fear and collectively explore 
the best approaches for combating Islamophobia. Prepare to engage in a meaningful conversation targeted for all age 
groups and people of all backgrounds.

Facilitator: Ajmal Shamim

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m.

Location: Room 103, Ruff Memorial Learning Center

F. Human Dignity and Bias Response: Addressing Bias Incidents
In today’s changing political landscape, it has become increasingly important to both proactively educate and respond to 
incidents of bias so that all members of the community feel safe and welcome. In this presentation, join a discussion 
focused on how Capital University adjusted it’s policy to address this changing landscape and discuss ways the process 
can be replicated within other organizations. 



Facilitator: Dr. Mitsu Narui and Jennie Smith 

Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

Location: Room 07, Ruff Memorial Learning Center 

 

G. Crossing Identity Boundaries and Communicating Across Difference  
After the 2016 presidential election, it has become increasingly important to learn to communicate across social 
difference. The workshop, will take a closer look at how social identity can impact communication and conflict. 
Participants learn about dialogue as a skill to communicate across difference. 

Facilitator: Brittany Lynner and Cat Spratt 

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

Location: Room 102, Ruff Memorial Learning Center 

 

H. “I’m not Racist!” - Courageous conversations and the need for productive struggle. 
Is “White privilege” really a thing? Can black people be racist? The “N”word? Why do many feel that kneeling during 
the anthem is disrespectful, and do they have a point? All lives matter. Black Lives Matter - The Movement. Joyner 
Lucas, in his new controversial video entitled “I’m not Racist,” managed to take on all of these heavy subjects and 
more within a 6 minute video. And, he did it brilliantly through the imagined conversation between two very strongly 
opinionated individuals locked into a critical conversation about their own bias. In this workshop, the facilitator will 
unpack the “I’m not Racist” video in a very honest straight forward way. This workshop is intended to be interactive, 
thought provoking, and by nature of the video, incite strong opinions and passion around the subject matter. 
Participants are encouraged to come prepared to speak their truth, as well as be emotionally mature enough to have 
an open mind for the truth of others. It is through these courageous conversations that Human Dignity can be ensured 
for all. 
Facilitator: Lea Dotson 

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Location: Room 202, Ruff Memorial Learning Center 
 

I. #Woke- When Culture and Education Meet  
This workshop will deliver information on the current state of high school education. The workshop is geared towards 
parents of high school students to equip them with knowledge to help their children be successful in the challenging 
environment of a 21st century high school. Examples of a day in the life of a high school student and a high school 
teacher in both urban schools and suburban schools will be given including role play, success stories, and learning 
opportunities for students, teacher and parents. The workshop will also give parents actionable tools on how to 
advocate and see results when interacting with teachers, as well as develop empathy for the high workload of teachers. 
The students of today’s high schools are woke! Now it’s time for parents and teachers to keep up.  

Facilitator: Taylor Porter and Erza Johnson 

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

Location: Room 06, Ruff Memorial Learning Center 

 

J. Productive Time Management and Building Positive Relationships  
We live in a digitally-driven society filled with opportunities and distractions. This digital interactive workshop will 
provide productive techniques that college students and young professionals can utilize to effectively to manage their 
time while building positive relationships and incorporating “The Power of We.” 

Facilitator: Torry Cornett and Sherome Hataway 

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

Location: Room 206, Blackmore Library 

 

K. No Place Like Home: Barriers to Obtaining and Maintaining Safe, Decent, Affordable Housing  
This workshop is aimed at raising awareness and providing information on overcoming barriers to obtaining and 
maintaining safe, decent, affordable housing. The workshop will provide an overview of the rights and responsibilities 
of landlords and tenants, Fair Housing Rights, and available local resources to help youth and low-income families 
achieve the goal of quality housing.  

Facilitator: Tom Zani, Byron Tocheri, and Dana Schmersal 

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Location: Room 112, Troutman Hall 
 



L. Say It Loud, Part 2! How Black Music Helped Shape A Cultural Narrative That Encouraged Sustained 

Political Engagement in the 20th Century  
Music in the African tradition has always played an important part in the transmission of culture and identity. As a 
cultural product of Africans in the New World, music became both a subversive form of resistance where song lyrics 
carried hidden messages and the bearer of a new cultural consciousness that gave birth to the Civil Rights Movement 
in the 20th century. This workshop offers participants insight into how Black music helps to frame “Blackness” as an 
identity that gave Black America the courage to overcome federally sanctioned terrorism and how important 
psychologically healthy Black artistic expression is to the current struggle. 

Facilitator: Dr. Mark Lomax 

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

Location: Bridge of Learning, Ruff Memorial Learning Center 

 

M. The Dream For Equality - U.S. Immigration: DACA Immigrant Activism 
Historically US immigration has been and continues to be arguably one of the most hotly contested issues in national 
politics. This workshop will review the Obama Era executive order known as DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals) including its creation, implementation, and current destabilization. The discussion will share how immigrant 
activists around the country have built political will and developed their own strategies of change through direct 
protests and organization building. The presenter will also discuss lesser known facets of mass incarceration, and 
immigrant detention centers, as well as their role in the continuation of criminalizing immigrants in the U.S. Finally, the 
presenter will discuss the possibilities for future immigration policies under the current presidential administration and 
Congress.  

Facilitator: Robin Burnette ‘11 

Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Location: Room 110, Blackmore Library	


